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other gods close by a stream flowing there. This place is
known as Veyilingalakona or the valley of thousand lingas.]

Yaksham prapujya paramam prapurnam
Yad vastu drugochara taam nayati
Tanmae Humae darsaya vastu divyam
Twam yami matah saranam Mahesi I I

[SRI JANARDANASARASWATI SWAMI]

I take refuge in Uma Haimavathi who has facilitated
the knowledge of the infinite nature of the most worshipful
Siva who manifested as Yaksha.

Chapter 38
SARANGA AND VISWAMOHINI
After hearing the story of the thousand gods tested
by Yaksha, Sage Bharadwaja requested Romasa to narrate
how Saranga attained salvation in Sri Kalahasti Romasa
started the narration:
Once upon a time, on the banks of the sacred river
Godavari there was a prosperous village known as
Viprakuta. In that village lived a renowned jeweller of
precious stones by name Souravrata. He was a Brahmin
who had earned fifty lakh sovereigns and had several good
deeds to his credit. In course of time he passed a way lea ving
behind his only son, Saranga. Saranga used.to freely mix
with pimps and courtesans and spend his time and money
on harlots. While he was squandering his money recklessly,
a few villagers of Viprakuta left on a pilgrimage.